ei|BJisnv 681C 3 !A 'uiqqejoo|/\| ‘z* xog O d 

Atoioos qojeosoy O J'/l ueuoiog/i aq± 

—:oj ujnjsj '3|qej8Ai|0pun j| 


N3G3Mb 4 3NIdu>iaauN 
11 809-S 
LZ&ll X03 Ud 
HDdtf3S3d Odfi dOd S3AIHD3V 


NOlHOIda 

OlVd 

aovisod 


Id 

Z310H9A on uojieojiqnj 
;sO(j ej|ej}sn\/ Aq pajaisiBay 



U! 43 ||n 


’O’dTI ei|BJasnv 


THE AUSTRALIAN U.F.O. BULLETIN 
This is the official publication of the Victorian U.F.O. Research Society 

P.O. Box 43. 

Moorabbin, Victoria 3189 
Australia 









V.U.F.O.R.S. 
OFFICE BEARERS 


President 

JUDITH M. MAGEE 

Vice-President 

PAUL NORMAN 


Secretary 

MARK SAWYERS 


Treasurer 

CLIVE YATES 


Membership Secretary 

STAFFORD HALL 


Sightings Investigations Officer 

PAUL NORMAN 


Librarian 

JOHN W. AUCHETTL 


Publications Officer 
M. FERNANDEZ 


Officer 

STEPHEN PARTRIDGE 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

V.U.F.O.R.S. 

Full Membership — $6.00 per annum 

which includes free issues of magazine. 

Overseas Membership — $U.S. 8.00 

Single copy of magazine (500) Aust. plus 
postage. 

WELCOME: 

The Society welcomes reports of unusual 
Aerial Phenomena and evaluates each re¬ 
port on its own merits and if requested, 
reports will be held in the strictest confi¬ 
dence. The Society exchanges information 
with many similar Australian and overseas 
organisations, as well as scientists, and 
disseminates to the public, available infor¬ 
mation on the subject, which includes 
local, interstate and the latest overseas de¬ 
velopments in its quarterly publication 
41 Australian U.F.O. Bulletin,*’ posted to all 
members. Address all communications to: 

V.U.F.O.R.S., 

P.O. Box 43, Moorabbin, 

Victoria 3189 


Contributions published do not necessar¬ 
ily reflect the policy of the V.U.F.O.R.S. 


© COPYRIGHT PUBLICATION 

No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without prior written consent of V.U.F.O.R.S. 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


First Final 

A cross appearing in this square 
indicates that your subscription is 
now due. 



** VK ** VV v v * x M ir- 



At this point perhaps it may be opportune to present a brief history of 
the Victorian U.F.O. Research Society. 


The earliest U.F.O. group to form in Australia was the “Australian Flying 
Saucer Bureau” under the direction of Edgar Jarrold and Andrew Tomas, 
in the early 1950s. At the same time, Fred Stone inaugurated the “Australian 
Flying Saucer Research Society” in Adelaide. After approximately two 
years the Bureau closed down and was regarded as a branch of the 
“Australian Flying Saucer Research Society” under Andrew Tomas. This 
shortly broke from Adelaide and became the “Australian U.F.O. Investigation 
Centre” with Dr. Clifford at its head until 1958, when the Presidency 
passed to Dr. Lindtner. 

The “Australian Flying Saucer Research Society (Victorian Branch)” was 
formed on the 17th February, 1957 as a branch of the “Australian Flying 
Saucer Research Society” and later that year was re-orgamsed as the 
“Victorian Flying Saucer Research Society” with Mr. Peter E. Norris L.L.B. 
as President. In 1968 the name was again altered - this time to the 
“Victorian U.F.O. Research Society”. 

During this time, the Society has published various papers and is probably 
best known for its publication Australian Flying Saucer Review, curtailed in 
1972 due to high costs and subsequently superseded by the Australian 
U.F.O. Bulletin and at one stage sponsored and produced a quarter-hour 
program on a Melbourne radio station under the heading of “The Truth 
Behind Flying Saucers”. 

The Society had held a dispassionate attitude on U.F.O.s, claiming it is a 
scientific problem deserving closer attention. It has also met regularly in 
General Meetings and maintains the largest U.F.O. library in the Southern 
Hemisphere, making books available by post, to members throughout the 
Commonwealth. 


Membership of this Society - which maintains the largest membership of 
any U.F.O. organisation in the Southern Hemisphere - is open to all who 
are genuinely interested in the subject. 
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VUFORS is a properly constituted Society 
-not a club - and as such is not responsible 
to any other UFO organisation* We are happy 
to co-operate with groups or individuals who 
are prepared to work with us or on a 
reciprocal information basis* 

Since our formation in 1957f VUFORS 
investigators have checked numerous reports 
and interviewed many witnesses, some of whom 
have wished to remain anonymous and this wish 
is most assuredly honored* The results of 
any investigations carried out are published 
in our quarterly Bulletin* 

It is a great pity people relay their 
sightings to the media in an attempt to solve 
their experience, asuthese vested interests 
twist the facts around to suit their own 
theories and/or those of their editors! 

Little Green Men? I hasten to suggest that 
the media, science and pseudo science are by 
far, greener than those about whom they write, 
discredit or completely ignore* While we 
are still sending our astronauts into space 
with a fire-cracker under them, the UFOnauts 
appear to have conquered gravity and are 
capable of hovering or taking off at fantastic 
speeds without sound or the aid of fire-works« 
There have been a number of incidents where 
the media has hounded witnesses immediately 
after their traumatic experience, which does 
nothing to help them overcome the stress of 
the event. 

These experiences come as a complete 
surprise and the majority of sightees have 
little or no knowledge of the UFO subject, 
and possibly have never read anything other 
than critical and inaccurate press clips# 

It is VUFORS policy to protect these people, 
where possible, from public ridicule, 
supercilious journalists, TV. and radio 
commentators* They at least receive a 
sympathetic hearing when they relate their 
experience to VUFORS. We can then, with a 
clear conscience, go about our investigations 
with confident, co-operative and relaxed 
witnesses• 


********** 

REMEMBER : IF YOU HAVE MADE A U.F.O. 

SIGHTING, WE WOULD BE VERY PLEASED 
TO HEAR ABOUT IT. WE WANT YOUR NAME, 
ADDRESS, DATE AND TIME OF SIGHTING, 
DESCRIPTION OF WEATHER CONDITIONS ETC. 
ALL OR ANY OF WHICH WE WILL KEEP 
CONFIDENTIAL IF DESIRED. 
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ON THE UFO TRAIL 


Paul D. Norman 



By now, most members and subscribers will have noted the press 
reports, telecasts and radio talkback programs concerning UFO 
activity over the Nullarbor. This is the type of mysterious event 
which makes ufologists out of sceptics and clowns out of pseudo¬ 
scientists and academics. 


Already,we have at least five "explanations", following in 
rapid succession from the scientific community before investigations 
were even begun. Meanwhile,the UFO phenomenon continues to grind 
the sacred cow of orthodox science into hamburger. 

One of the first "explanations" came from a professor of 
impossibility PhD ETC ETC ETC, as being consistent with a meteorite, 
in spite of the fact that the object landed on top of a motor car 
before flying away awhile later. 

Following this attempt another "solution" was put forward by 
a second gentleman of learning that, "The description of the event 
was consistent with "dry lightning", even though other motorists 
were driving along the road and viewed the maneuvering object. 

After that amusing interpretation, another spokesman came 
forward with the "solution", "They were fooled by the rising sun". 
Even it did fly away in another direction. And even if motorist 
travelling in the opposite direction observed the maneuvering 
object. 

Another expert suggested it must have orginated at the 
Woomera Test Range. That statement was followed by another 
spokesman who said this was not true because it would not be 

"allowed". It .is the opinion of this humble ufologist-of course 

not,unless it was out of control. But even so, how could it strike 
or lift a motor car, drop it to the ground with only minor damage? 

The Nullarbor vicinity is famous within the UFO research 
community for sightings and encounters with unidentified flying 
and hovering objects. One outstanding report came from an airline 
pilot who reported an unknown flying object at the same time and 
location where a motorist was filming the.UFO from the ground. 

Many UFOs are sighted or encountered and never reported until 
years later because the observers fear ridicule. 

A worldwide scientific group is in operation which is search¬ 
ing for extra-terrestrials out there. The system was founded by Dr. 
Carl Sagan. But Dr. Sagan appears to have the attitude that he will 
not recognize such existence unless he is first contacted by the 
life forms through his radio telescopes. Like Frank Sinatra, who 
sings that he will do it his way, this radio astronomer will not 
recognize them unless they do it his way and secures his permission 
to land. The facts are the extra- terrestrials may insist on doing 
it their way, while radio astronomers ignore the activity taking 
place below their dish 

Yes, we have proof of little green men. They are humans who are 
so green in fact they don't realize that something which they do not 
understand is already happening. These little green men are 
numbered among the journalists, who write about everything and are 
experts on nothing except mis-quotations and out of context 
reporting* These little green men are those who insist that they 
are the cream of human intelligence and know everything, well, 
almost everything. In short, they say there are no such things as 
unidentified flying objects. 



In all walks of life one can find the little green men all 3 
over the world who want to remain green. Perhaps because it is a 
subconscious fear of the unknown. Meanwhile,as this article goes 
to press, the object that was over the Nullarbor has not been 
satisfactorily identified. 
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S UNRAYSIA UFO enthusiast Mr Allan Wilson Is 
convinced recent sightings are genuine. 


He believed there were many - 
more sightings, but the com¬ 
munity's sceptical attitude made 
people reticent to report them, he 
said. 

The fear of being disbelieved, or 
being thought "a nut" made people 
keep their suspicions of a UFO ob¬ 
servation to themselves, he said. 

"There must be more people in 
the area who would have made 
sightings, but they feel people 
aren't open-minded enough to ac¬ 
cept it," he said. 

lie said the fact a recent sighting 
from the Paddlesteamer Mel¬ 
bourne of an object with a curved 
front and pointed rear was seen by 
more than a dozen people should 
lend credibility to the tale. 

"I don't want to sound like a 
UFO crank, but I feel some of the 
reports are quite valid," he said. 

Mr Wilson said over the years he 
had heard many reports of sight¬ 
ings, especially in the Millewa, and 
had personally had .two "en¬ 
counters." 

Mr Wilson's first experience 
with a UFO was In 1952 as a 
passenger on a train travelling 
over the Nullarbor Plain. 

He.said he was one of many 
passengers on the train who wit¬ 
nessed "an orange light with a 
yellow tail." 

It was this experience he said 
which made him a "believer.". 

His second experience was about 
three years ago at Pump Hill, 
Merbein, driving back from the 
Wentworth Club when he was 
"followed" by four white lights, 
he said. 

He said the lights couldn’t be dis¬ 
counted as Just stars, Satellites on 
mirages. 

"Mirages of lights don't put dents 
or a film of smoke ovqr cars^" he 
said, referring to another incident 
about a week ago on the Nullarbor. 

Apart from a reported "landing" 
in the Millewa some years ago, he 
said ho had also boon told of 
another Incident near Lake 
Cullulleralne when a car lost Its 
accelerating power after being 
"chased by very strong lights." 


He said the driver reported that 
he had attempted to accelerate 
away from the lights, but was 
drained of its power. 

"The lights were holding him 
back," he said. 

It was these first-hand experi¬ 
ences, fuelled by reports from 
others in the district, which has led 
to an enduring interest in the topic, 
he said. 

Mr Wilson, 54, has been a mem¬ 
ber of the Victorian UFO Research 
Society for more than 10 years. 

He said he could understand why 
the family travelling in the car 
which was reportedly "attacked" 
by a UFO recently on the Nulls r- 
bor Plain, was frightened. 

"It's the fear of the unknown. If 1 
was confronted with il 1 would also 
be terrified," he said. 

He said the popular myth of "fly¬ 
ing saucers," and "extra¬ 
terrestrials" was a limited per¬ 
spective. 

Objects both cigar and egg 
shaped, and fast moving lights zig¬ 
zagging across the sky, may also 
be UFOs, he said. 

He said science could not explain 
such occurences, and it was im¬ 
portant to remain open-minded. 

"We're only a tiny speck of sand 
in the vastness of the universe. U's 
naive to think we're the only form 
of life," he said. 

"Can you imagine what life will 
be like in about 400 years? 

"If there is another form of life 
(hey could be further advanced 
than us," he said. 

He said he realised by speaking 
out on the matter, he was laying 
himself open to ridicule, but urged 
others to be open-minded. 

"In the event ol an encounter, 
step forward and say something, it 
may coincide with another sighting 
and help research," he said. 

He also suggested if people were 
Interested In UFOs they could 
become members of the society 
and receive newsletters document¬ 
ing research from around the 
world. 


tolerance 














UFO Reports from AIAA Members 

By PETER A. STURROCK 
Stanford University 

Most UFO reports concern the experiences of laymen, but 
scientists and engineers divulge accounts resembling 
others when asked to do so in appropriate circumstances 


For many years the "UFO phenomenon’* lias 
greatly interested the public but has elicited 
comparatively little response from scientists. "UFO 
phenomenon" means this question: Do rc|>orts of 
"unidentified Hying objects” (UFOs) indicate or 
establish a set or facts which cannot be interpreted 
in terms of known natural phenomena and 
technological devices? And. ifso, can these Tacts be 
organized into consistent patterns? Popular 
discussions of the UFO phenomenon pay special 
attention to the possibility that some of the ob¬ 
servations yield a factual pattern supporting the 
hypothesis that extraterrestrial vehicles visit Earth. 

Most scientists hoj>cd that the problem would be 
definitely clarified and possibly settled by the 
"Condon Report” 1 based on the "Colorado 
Project." Early reviews of the Rcjxjrl presented 
mixed opinions. 1 ,* 'Flic published account of the 
UFO Symposium organized by the American 
Association Tor the Advancement of Science in 
1%9 revealed a wide spectrum of opinion con¬ 
cerning the Condon Rcjxirt at that time.* The same 
is probably true today. 



PETER A. STURROCK. Protensor of 
Space Science In Stanford s School ol 
Engineering and Professor of 
Astrophysics in its Applied Physics 
Dept., studied mathematics at 
Cambridge Univ., England. Me won 
v r the Rayleigh Prize In 1949 amJ a prize 
JSij . fellowship In 1952. Dr. Sturrock went 
yh to Stanford In 1955, and was ap- 
ff’\v pointed a prolessor there In 1981. 
' Since ’84 he lias chaired its Institute 
.i| for Plasma Research and now also 
(■'. :;. : 1 chairs its astronomy program. He Is a 
j Fellow o I APS and RAS. 


*Fhc American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA) alone among established 
scientific organizations has taken the initiative in 
trying to bring the UFO phenomenon to the at¬ 
tention of serious scientists. In 1967 its Technical 
Committee on Space and Atmospheric Science set 
up a subcommittee "to gain a fresh and objective 
jicrspcelivc on the UFO problem." In 1970 this 
subcommittee published a position paper.* Its 
deliberations also led to publication of two ex¬ 
tensive accounts of notable UFO observations. 4 / 

Scientists have no doubt been discouraged from 
taking the problem seriously by the bizarre nature 
of some of the reports and emphasis upon the 
"extraterrestrial hypothesis" (1:111). ‘Hie fact that 
most reports arc anecdotal in nature and come 
from iiouscicntists also causes skepticism. 

In his hook "The UFO Expcricncfc.’’* J. A. 
Ilynck confronts and counters the widespread view 
that "scientists do not make UFO rc|x)rts”; he 
({notes a number of reports originating with 
scientists. 

Did Ilynck lap a unique group of scientists, or 
would many more make similar reports given a fair 
reason fur divulging pertinent cx|ieriences? It 
appeared that (his question could be answered by a 
simple survey over a limited sample of scientifically 
trained jicrsons. and that it would be possible also 
to obtain a cross section of opinions concerning the 
UFO phenomenon. 

‘Ilic Executive Committee of the San Francisco 
Chapter of AIAA gave permission for a survey of its 
membership. This article describes the survey and 
gives the results. 

'lltc questionnaire shown here was mailed to all 
Astronautics it Aeronautics 


UFO QUESTIONNAIRE 


1. What is your subjective assessment ol the probability that UFO’s represent a scientifically 
signilicant phenomenon? 

2. Have you ever witnessed an aerial phenomenon which you could not Iden¬ 
tify? YesD NoO (Check one) 

If the answer is "Yes," please continue. If "No," please complete No. 8. 

3. Please give place, date, time (am/pm)_ 

4. Did you report the event? YesD NoQ 

If so, to which organization?_;____ 

5. Please give a narrative account of the event on a separate sheet of paper -~ 

6. If you have not covered the following points in your narrative account,, please give the 
following information: 

What were you doing at the tirru>7- - 

Age at time of observation_Number of witnesses, — 

Weather conditions-Duration of sighting_Number of objects, • _ 


Point-llke □; Smaller than MoonD; 


Maximum angular diameter of largest object: 

Larger than Moon □. 

Estimate of closest approach of nearest object. 

Was object(s) luminous?_ Coiorfo)? _ 

7. What answer would you have given to Question 1 before you witnessed this event? 

8. The following information is requested for our files bul will not be divulged 

Name_ Address___ 

Tel. No. (optional)_ 

Brief statement of scientific training:_. 


1175 members of the San Francisco Chapter on 
April 9, 1973, and 423 questionnaires (36%) were 
returned. All subsequent percentages here refer to 
the number of quest ionnaires returned. 

Question 1 asked: "What is your subjective 
assessment of the probability that UFOs represent 
a scientifically significant phenomenon?" Of the 
423 returns, 93 (22%) gave numerical estimates (see 
T-l) of this probability and revealed a very wide 
spread of opinion, the median estimate being about 
P = 0.4, twenty-two returns having P in the range 
0<P^.l, and eleven in the range .9^P<1. 
Notably ten returns give P=0 and live returns give 
P= J. Since these 0 and J values would be un¬ 
changed by further information, the groups giving 
them can not approach agreement by evaluating 
further information.* 

Most returns (290, or 69%) gave verbal answer? 
lo Question 1. T-2 groups these, and for com¬ 
parison includes the numerical returns. Tliosc 
giving verbal responses shows even more dispersion 
in their views. Of those making verbal responses. 
25% are definite ("impossible” or "certain”); of 
those making numerical responses, only 16% arc 
definite IP = 0 or P= 1). 

Of the remaining 40 returns. 33 made no 
response to Question I, two made noncommittal 
responses, one asserted that the topic is not im¬ 
portant, one that the topic is exciting, one that the 
topic should be investigated, and two (justifiably) 
that the question is not clear. 


Here you will sec the reports given in response to 
Question 2 of the survey, arbitrarily arranged by 
the times of day the person had the experience. 

Many (icrsons giving a negative answer to 
Question 2 nevertheless volunteered comments. 
For instance; eight expressed the view that further 
investigation is necessary, whereas one said the 
opposite. Two olTercd the opinion that UFOs arc 
extraterrestrial, and four said that they arc not. 
Five expressed the view that UFOs are natural 
phenomena; one called them a spurious 
phenomenon; and three slated that they consider 
UFOs lo lie "real." ’lliree made ”put-down" 
remarks about the whole subject, and four said 

T-1 NUMERICAL RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1 

”Wha* is your subjoctlve assessment of the probability 
that UFOs represent a scientifically significant 
phenomenon?* 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

IS YOURS DUE ??? 
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* 

♦ 
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REPORT 1. 50 ml. N.E. ol Si. 
Louis. Missouri. July. 1947. 9-10 
s.m. Age. 14 . Nailing cotrugalad 
panels on a barn roof. Witnesses, 
0. Weather, clear—no cloutis. 
Duration, less than 1 min. One 
object. smaller than Moon. Moved 
east to west, slightly south ol 
direction overhead, at 10-20,000 tl. 
N ol luminous. Disk-shapod. 
uniform white. Not reported. 
REPORT 2. Napa. Calif, ca. 1950. 
summor (loo long ago to recall 
accurately). Age, 29. Working In 
backyard. Witnesses, 1. Weather, 
clear. Duration, 5 min. One oh)ect, 
point-liko. Closest approach. 4-5 
mi. Luminous, sliver/white. Not 
report cd. 

REPORT 3. Dayton, Ohio. 1949. 
2-5 p.m. Age 30. Witnesses. 4-5. 
Weather, clear and sunny. 
Duration, 3 hr. Two objects, larger 
than Moon. Closest approach. 2-3 
ml. Silver, reflective object. 
Reported to Wright Field UFO 
Project. Narrative account: My 
wile and I and a woman Iricnri were 
sitting in the backyard of our 
house In Dayton, Ohio In 1949. It 
was a Sunday afternoon, sunny, 
clear sky when we sighted two 
stationary disks at an elevation 
angle of 30° or less. Alt three of us 
saw them as well as neighbors wo 
called, t studied them thiough 7 x 
35 binoculars and noticed ihrco 
lines connecting the disks, as 
follows: 



Elevation view 


(The sketch does not convey this. 
I Mil Iho disks were essentially 
horizontal with the tell one larger 
and aliovo the rigid one.) I called 
Ihe Wright Field Towor and 
doscrlbod iho location bul they 
could sou nothing. The tower was 
approximately 10 milos Irom my 
homo. 

Tiro next day. my wlfo, myself 
and sovoral neighbors were In- 
tervlowcd by Iho AF UFO Pro|ccl 
Irom Wright Field. 

I hnvo slnco docldod wo must 
liavo scon an unusual kilo. 
REPORT 4. Conlral Nevada, 
spring, 19G2. Dusk. Ago22. Oriving 
homo Irom tlshlng trip. Witnesses, 
3 others. Wcnlhur, clear. Largest 
Oh|eci. targor Hum Moon. Closest 
approach, approximately 5 ml. (?). 
Luminous—sufficient to light 
horizon. Dull while. Not reported. 
Narrative account: Observed 
rapidly moving hursts ol light for a 
period of over 2 hr. Four ol us saw 
several “events'* at various 
direclions Irom N lo SW (135°) 
from our vantage point. The 
sightings occurred near NAS 
Fallon, Nevada. We ruled out any 
Navy activities and. although the 
area is a marshy one, the bursts 
wrsic not associated with methane 
luminescence, which we had all 
seen Ijeloro. I lived near the area 
for 25 years and made several (like 
hundreds) ol trips to this area and 
never saw another event. 

REPORT 5. Univorslly of British 
Columbia, Vancouver. January, 

1970. 7 p.m. Age. 28. Walking 

home from class. Witnesses. 0. 
Weather, dark, cold and clear. 
Duration, 10 mm. One Ob|CCt. 
smaller than Moon. Closest ap¬ 
proach, unknown. Luminous, 
orange. Not reported. Narrative 
account: Sighted oiange disk, 
which drilled slowly for some 
lime, then suddenly shrank and 
disappeared. Alter disappearance, 
could detect no occlusion ol starry 
background. 

REPORT 6. Eastern U.S, (on 


airtine Might). 1960. 7 p.m. Age, 

35. Weather, clear, (ust al end ol 
twilight. Duration, lew min. Three 
objects, smaller than Moon. 
Luminous, rod. Nol reported. 
Narrative account: Three red 
Images ol Indelorrnlnslo size and 
range maintained same position 
relative to aircraft for several 
minutes. 

REPORT 7. Santa CruZ Moun¬ 
tains. California. April 6. 1973. 
7:45 p.m. Ago. 51. Oriving on 
Inlcrslale 280 in west San Jose. 
WUnos-ses. 2. Weather, clear. 
Duiation. 2-3 sec. One object, 
point-llke, al 25-30 mi. Nol 
luminous, bright, reddish. Not 
reported. Narrative account: 
Obicct appearod about 45° up from 
(lie horizon and appeared lo be 
climbing slightly leaving a trailing 
sparkle similar to space hardware 
coining inio atmosphere. Looked 
like ihe typical drawings ol 
Christmas Star. 


- 


REPORT 8. 

Esparto. Calif. Lato 1930s. 8-10 
p.m. Age. 9*12. Witnesses, 0. 
Weather, clear, probably summer. 
Duration. many seconds. One 
object, either point-like or smaller 
lhan moon. Closest approach, less 
than 1 mi. Luminous, blue glow. 
Not reported. Narrative account: 
Relatively young when Ihe event 
occurred. I recall standing outside 
observing the stars when this blue 
glow sefemed to descend from iho 
sky and it appeared lo land in a 
neighboring field. This frightened 
me so I went inside. I have no 
memories beyond Ibis. II was a 
clear warm night. 



MbPUill 9. bnulh Ol Wlunkuy 
Town Lake, Calif. Summer, 19(17. 
around 9 p.m. Age, 47. Camping. 
Wilncsscs. 1 oilier. Weather, warm 
(80 F). humid. Clear. Duration, 
approximately 1 min. One object, 
smaller than Moon. Closest at>- 
pruach, 1 mi. Luminous, bluir.h 
white. Not reported. Narrative 
account: Blight object moved east 
lo west along transmission lines, 
then tailed out. II moved several 
hundred yards. Several non-cxolic 
explanations could account lor 
sighting, but none could be 
confirmed or denied. 
flEPORT 10. Palo Alio, Calif, ca. 
1958. About 9 p.m. Age. 50. 
Engaged In amateur astronomy. 
Witnesses, 2. Wealhor. clear. 
Duration. 20 sec. Three objects, 
smaller Ilian Moon. First estimate 
ol distance 100,000 fl; taler 
estimate 50 ft. Luminous, dusky 
color. Nol reported. Narrative 
account: While making 

astronomical observations in my 
backyard. I and another observer 
witnessed a most convincing 
illusion ol three slightly luminous 
craft flying al great altitude and 
speed and in complete silence. 

About a week later tho 
phenomena recurred. This lime 
one of thorn broke formation and 
made a noise and I realized llicy 
were white owls gliding in perfect 
silence (as only owls can), made to 
appear slightly luminous by dif¬ 
fuse city lights Irom below. An owl 
Hies like a ghosl. 

REPORT 11. Foothills near Ojai, 
California. 19G3. 9-10 p.m. Ago, 20. 
Camping. Witnesses, none. 
Weather, clear. Duration, 10 min. 
One obiect, point-like, at in¬ 
determinable distance. Luminous, 
white. Not reported. Narrative 
account: I was on a weekend 
outing with some boy scouts and 
around 9 or 10 p.m. I went to bed 
under tire stars (no tent or 
coverings). While I was awake and 
looking al (lie stars I noticed an 
object (about as bright and having 


Iho size Ol the north sto ? ) moving at 
riphl angles. These angloa worn 
very long and sharp. In my 
estimation tlicy were above tho 
capabilities of modern aircraft. Tim 
Object then left Ihe Held of vtow el 
exceptional speed. 

REPORT 12. North of .ioulanlon, 
Texas. About Decemlrcr 31. 1951 
( ¥ 1 yr.). Around 9:30 p.m. Ago, 
12 + . Standing on Iho honl porcli 
of Hie house with my father 
looking to Hie north. Witnesses. 2. 
Weather, cool, low clouds oc¬ 
casionally, alter Storm. Duration. 
2*3 mlu. Ono object, smaller Ilian 
Moon. souiq uillcs away. 
Luminous, color of mercury sired 
lamp, bul much brighter. Not 
reported. Nannttve account: Tho 
phenomenon I observed was at 
least twenty years ago. yet il is si III 
fresh in my mind as lo wlial I saw. 
There had boon a storm, and lo Iho 
north there was an area thal was 
clear with a lew clouds lo Hie fell, 
rigid and higher up, there was a 
Moon out. The "object" I saw 
resembled a disk ol light as ono 
migld expect from die reflection ol 
a searchlight on Hie uasc of a 
cloud ceiling. The area surroun¬ 
ding (fie "object" was bathed with 
considerable after-glow The path 
ol the object was such that It 
(lipped and turned moroor less in a 
ligure eight. There appeared lo be 
some regularity lo its motion. Tho 
sky around ll»c "object" was clear. 
The path ol Hie obicct look it near 
the horizon and back up a lew 
degrees. I watched it lor several 
minutes bcloro It (JsapjKjaioU. 
Today. I would be prone to (jlismlss 
it as a search-light except tor ihe 
brillianceand the lack o; clouds, or 
any visible shall of light. Earlier 
"UFO” type sighting occurred in 
the summer ol 1947—several (more 
than 10) disk-like obiecls llcw 
overhead. (They appeared lo 
tumble and oscillate). My grand¬ 
mother called my attention lo them 
as flying saucers. TtiCf did look 
like disks lo ine (lien. This was 


during the period ol'llje "tubbOCk 
lights.** 

REPORT 13. Virginia City, 
Montana. August 10, 19/2. 10 

p.m. Age. 31. Vacation visit lo 
ghost town taking picturos. 
Witnesses, al least 4. Wcalticr, 
very clear sky. Duration. 5 sec. 
Could not see obicct. Only trail. 
Estimated distance. 15 mi. Not 
reiKjiled. bul heard on nows next 
day. Narrative account: Orange 
streak across sky from high 
attitude. High velocity object— 
orange trail remaiimd. 

REPORT 14. Stanlord. Califor¬ 
nia. Spring, 19G5 (Of 19C4). 10 

p.m. Ago. 2t. Witnesses. 2. Ono 
object, smaller Ilian Moon. Nol 
rcpotlod. Narrative account: Al 
alKiut 10:00 p.m. on a clear 
windless evening in Hie spring ol 
19G5 (1 think), my fiancee (now 
wile) and I were standing outside 
Florence Moore Hall on Ihe 
Stanford University campus. We 
boih observed a phenomenon lor 
which I have no explanation. 

Wo noliced a lighted object 
overhead al an altitude I estimated 
to be 2000-4000 ft. We watched it 
for roughly a lialf-hour before 
leaving, wilh the object still visibie 
and doing its tiling. The object was 
silent, bul it moved slowly along a 
Closed path which, in iny opinion, 
could have been negotiated only by 
a noisy helicopter or possibly by a 
(juicily powered balloon. The path 
appeared to be an elonqaied 
racetrack oval at a constant 
altitude. The turns at the ends of 

h-~ i * /*•■*.-1 
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Ihe oval were extremely light, and I 
think I could discern deceleration 
yoinq into the turns and 3C« 
coloration coming out. I think it 
look Ihe obicct 5-tO min. lo 
complete a circuit. 

Only ihe light(s) ol the object 


that llicy arc npcnniindcri about it. 

Besides these explicit reports, several 
correspondents stated that they had witnessed 
;teri:tl phenomena which they could not identify, 
hut did not describe a specific event in detail. One 
|verson thought that (he phenomena could have 
liccn identified if lie had a background in 


T-2 VERBAL RESPONSE TO QUESTION t 


Degree 

Verbal 


Numerical 



Impossible 

38 

13% 

to 

11% 

P 

— 0 


Impossible 

9l 

32% 

22 

14% 

0 

< 

p 4 .i 

Possible 

68 

23% 

45 

58% 

.t 

< 

P C .9 

Probable 

58 

20% 

11 

12% 

.9 

4 

p< 1 

Certain 

35 

12% 

5 

5% 

P 

= i 



meteorology. Another stated (hat lie had frecpienlly 
seen what he thought were shooting stars. Another 
jierson recalled observing an event which he could 
nol identifyat lltc time, hut which (timed nut lo be 
the launching of a missile from Vandcnhcrg ARJ. 

An nircrall pilot, with 41 years of (lying lime, 
much ;il night, rejMirtcd ninny sightings of meteors, 
satellites and other objects. On one six-hour flight 
from Nandi to Honolulu, he once saw four satellites 
(|w>inl-like objects, seen by reflected tight, al a 
distance of l50-2(X) n.mi.). Me reported also seeing 
meteors as well as objects of sp.icc junk-hardware 
luminously burning up. showing various colors, 
and broking like fireballs. 

Aunt tier correspondent referred to an event 
recorded on film exposed in a rocket experiment at 

% «<r. 


White Sands Missile Range in I %5. Details of this 
observation were not included in the questionnaire, 
hut had been transmitted lo me a( an earlier dale. 
iiidc;)cnden(ly of this survey. For this reason, 
details ol this cvettl arc not included in this article. 

Scientists, as the reader sees, will respuud to a 
questionnaire concerning UFOs. The question¬ 
naire sent to AlAA's San Francisco Section 
members prompted a high pro|>urtiou of returns, 
and almost all respondents were willing to give 
their names. 1( is probable that the guarantee of 
anonymity Itclpcd gain a high return. 

The rcs|K>uscs show no consensus whatever 
concerning the nature and scientific iinjM»rt;mec of 
(lie Ul'O phenomenon. Views cover the entire 
spectrum from "miitossiblc*' to “certain" in reply 


to dir question, **Dn UFOs represent a scien¬ 
tifically significant phenomenon?"* 

Of those making jHisilivc reports (answering 
*‘yc:;" to Ouestion 2). some subsequently in¬ 
terpreted their observation ns a known 
phenomenon (K.J, R.1U, and K.lG). Some others 
may in fact t*c known phenomena. For instance. 
R.5 may have been caused by a barium-cloud 
experiment; K.7 might have lieen a launch Irom 
Vamlcnlnrrg AFU; U. 1 ) may have been St. i-luio’s 
lire; and K. I.Vniay have been a rocket trail. 

On the oilier Ii.-tml. some of the icjtorls are in 
lairlv close accord with types of UFO observation 
classified by;. My tick.* (Ilyuek’s class ificntiim is 
concerned, ol course, only with observations which 
he could not explain in terms of known phenomena 


cn 

















SPECIAL NOTICE 

The Weekend MAGAZINE, published in the Melbourne Age 
and the Sydney Morning Herald, 22 and 23rd January, 1988, is 
mostly inaccurate. A journalist requested permission to attend 
the December meeting on the instruction of her "boss". 

During the three hour meeting ample time provided the 
newsperson to take copious notes, concerning well investigated 
and documented cases. The outstanding significant cases were 
carefully omitted by the journalist or deleted by the editorial 
supervisor, keeping with their anti-UPO motives. It is a well- 
known fact that the Age seldom prints anything about the UFO 
phenomenon unless statements are of a derogatory nature. 

The major inaccuracy is the final paragraph. "The UFOs land 
in communist countries; they stay away from the Western world 
because our technology is too advanced and. they would be 
discovered." That statement is bulldust which was manufactured 
either the journalist or editorial, supervisor. 

The statement concerning satellites and UFOs is just the 
opposite to what was said. Another documents the tongue-in- 
cheek twist, a common characteristic of the Age when misrepresent¬ 
ing the subject. 

Our President, Mrs. Magee, is too well informed to make 
a rediculous remark like "Where do you come from?" or "They 
don’t cast shadows.like aircraft etc" She has been in UFO research 
for over three decades. 

The top priority of our organisation when dealing with 
other people is honesty, sincerity and fair play.. Any further 
request from this source will be declined. 
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THE KNOWLES-NULLARBOR 

ENCOUNTER 

BY JOHN.AUCHETTL 

By 11am on the 21st Januuary 1 988, scant reparts were 
starting to leach me at my office. At the same time VUFORS President 
Judith Magee Mat, deceiving Jut>t at, many call from the media at, I, 
and the whole Encounter Mat, on the boll, and moving very fast. 

Paul Norman Mat, down the coat>t and out of contact with 
ut> for the next few hours with this In mind and with the knowledge 
that every minute counted, I placed a telephone call to South Australia 
on the chance that I could contact the Knowles Family and get an 
Investigation on the way, and as soon as possible 

After a number of, calls I got onto MR FRANK PANGALLO 
of CH7 T.V., and thanks to Fnank and his effort VUFORS was given the 
task to research this major encounter. 

Within 48 hours the Knowles Family had afiA.lved In Melbourne, 
contact was made with them and a Interview was set up fofi the 25.1.88, 
with them all. 

Paul was back In Melbourne fofi that day and the flfist majofi 
contact 8 meeting concluded with oufi flfist batch of data on the event. 

As the Cafi was still In South Australia and undefi the 
contfiol of CH7 T.V., Paul departed fofi that state to stafit some fieseafich 
and I took a alficfiaft flight on the 1st Feb 88 to Adelaide, S.A. to 
meet Paul and as afifianged by the T.V. Station, to take dust samples 
and Inspect/examine the Cafi. 

(tie wofiked on the Cafi fofi some 2% houfis with gfieat success, 
and that night I took another alficfiaft back to Melbourne to follow up 
on the Family and the many test that had to be produced, while Paul 
ovefithe next few days re-tested the Cafi. 

By the 2 6th Feb 8 8 I had afifianged 12 tests, Interviews, 
Inspections and examinations. These test and results will be released 
by VUFORS over the next few months, but listed below are the test 
for your Information. 

1. TAPEV INTERVIEWS WITH THE KNOWLES. 

2. CAR INSPECTION ANV OUST SAMPLES COLLECTED. 

3. G.P. MEDICALS ON THE FAMILY 

4. BLOOD PATHOLOGY. 

5. C LI NT STL X URINE TEST. 

6. MB TEST BLLL-COMBLR 6. 

7. VETERINARY TEST ON THE DOGS. 

8. DOG BLOOD PATHOLOGY. 

9. PHYCH1ATR1ST EXAMINATION. 

10. HYPNOSIS BY A M.D. 

11. DUST PRE TESTS . 

12. PHOTOGRAPH 1C ? U.V. ANALYSIS. 

And the research still goes on, with a lot more tests 
planned for the DUST SAMPLES, and hundreds of words of research to 
be put down on paper and Into a report. 

But for the next set of VUFORS BULLETINS and our Members 
we are first going to provide, a) The first major Press Artlcals In a 
date line, b)Other events In the area, cjAnd some results from the 
research we have completed. 

This will take time and because of other stories that we 
must cover It will take a number of editions of our Bulletin. 

Paul Norman leaves for the U.S. to expand our research on 
this encounter In March so there will be a lot to report on. 

SO LESTS START WITH THE PRESS. 


Desert UFO puzzle 


fr 


check 

attack 

claim 


By NEIL McMAHON 


A FAMILY’S claim that 
they encountered a UFO 
as they crossed the Null* 
arbor early yesterday has 
authorities guessing. 

A Perth woman In her 
40s and her three adult 
sons claim an oval¬ 
shaped object landed on 
top of their car as they 
were driving from West¬ 
ern Australia to Mel¬ 
bourne. 

J They say the object 
ricked up the car, shook 
t v slammed it to the 
ground and showered it 
with ash before flying 
away. 

And police say there Is 
physical evidence to sup¬ 
port the claim and at 
least one Independent 
witness — a truck driver 
who claimed to have 
been followed by the 
object 

Sean Knowles told last 
night of how the family 
car. driven by his mother 
and carrying him and his 
two brothers, had almost 
collided with a huge 
"bright glowing" object 
near the WA-SA border. 

Sean, 21, said the object 
had appeared parked on 
the road In front of them. 

"It was glowing so 
bright," he said. 

"We swerved to miss It 
and nearly hit a car and 
caravan coming the other 
way." 

"It was a weird looking 
thing and we stopped to 
go back and have a look." 

Sean said he, his 
brothers and mother, had 
become frightened and 
had run back to their car. 


a Ford Telstar, to get 
away from the object 
"It chased us, and at 
one stage when we were 
trying to get away we 
were doing up to 200 
kmh," he said. 

Sean said the object 
had landed on the car’s 
roof and lifted It from the 
road. 

He said his mother had 
gone Into shock after she 
had felt on top of the car 
and touched the object. 

"She told me It felt like 
a rubber suction pad." 

Mrs Knowles, Sean, 
and her other sons Pat¬ 
rick, 24, and Wayne, 18, 
were resting last night at 
the Eyre Highway Motel, 

at Wudlnna, 350 
kilometres north-west of 
Adelaide. 

And, incredible though 
their story seems, police 
and scientists were tak¬ 
ing the case seriously. 

The family Is expected 
to travel to Adelaide to 
have the car examined 
and to tell scientists at a 

UFO research centre 
about their experience. 

They have drawn a 
sketch of the UFO, which 
they say was orange 
colored and egg-shaped. 


Sgt Jim Furnell, of 
Ceduna, 500 km east of 
the SA-WA border, told 
The Sun last night the 
Incident apparently hap¬ 
pened about 8.30am Mel* 
bourne time. 

"It looks authentic. 
Christ knows what’s hap¬ 
pened," he said. 

The family was driving 
near Mundrabllla on the 
Eyre Highway, he said. 

"They saw a light ob¬ 
ject following a truck 
going west along the 

highway, then It turned 
around and caught up 
with them," he said. 

"It landed on the roof, 
picked the car up, shook 
It violently, pressed It 
back on to the road and 
blew a tyre," he said. 
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"It showered It with ash on 
the roof and the Interior 
through the open windows. 
The occupants escaped to 
hide in the scrub. They 
watched the object hover 
around in mid-air for some 
time then fly off." 

S zt Fred Longley, also of 
Ceduna, last night was 
pondering how to title his 
official report. Me thought he 
might just have to settle for 
"incident on the Nullarbor 
Highway". 

Longlev said he had 
tiiien*ether Lfi) reports bui 

none like the one given to 
him by the Knowles family. 

He said he was normally 
sceptical, but was keeping 
an open mind. 

Sgt Longley said Mrs 
Knowles and her sons were 
obviously distressed when 
they walked into his police 
station at lunchtime 
yesterday. 

"These people have de¬ 
finitely seen something," he 
said. 

"Just what — well I don't 
know. 

The v were in a. leiTihle 
stale, even Liouga u was five 

hours after the Incident ... 
very upset. 

"You could say white¬ 
faced, shaking, obviously 
distressed. 

"The woman was just 
thankful to be alive. 

"These people were In a 
1000 per cent worse state 
than other people who’ve 
made UFO reports to me. 

"Something happened out 
there. Their car, even after 
being driven all that way 
still had black ash, or dust, 
over it. Even on the inside. 

"There's no soil like that 
out there,’only saiid. 

"Everyone else here in the 
station is pretty sceptical, 
but I’m keeping an open 
mind." 

The Ceduna policemen 
said the truck driver who 
was originally followed by 
the object had driven on to 
Perth and reported the inci¬ 
dent to the media, who 
alerted police. 

They said the car had dam¬ 
age consistent with the 


alleged -Incident".—.-, there 
were marks oh the read and 
ash was found scattered 
around th-'i area. 

Sgt Furnell said the evi¬ 
dence suggested the family 
was being truthful. 

The owner of the Mundra- 
bllla Motor Hotel, Mrs Shir¬ 
ley Lundon, said last night 
she had spoken to two truck 
drivers who were the first 
people to see the Knowles 
family after the incident. 

She said the drivers were 
outside her hotel when she 
opened at 5 am. 

"I know them only as Por¬ 
ky and Graham," siie said. 

"They said that this family 
had just driven off a few 
juiuu.b:s earlier after they 
hud failed to convince the 
woman driver to stop with 
them and have coffee. 

“Porky told me that when 
the car drew In, the woman 
was crying almost uncon¬ 
trollably and the three boys 
all seemed in a state of 
shock. He said one boy could 
hardly speak." 

Mr Ray Brook of the UFO 
research centre in Adelaide 
is planning to interview the 
family. 

Mr Brook said last night he 
had heard kn interview' with 
one family member and bc- 
.lie'ied-they had had an au¬ 
thentic experience. 
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W ITH no disrespect In- 
tended to flying 
saucers, little green 
men or egg-shaped spaceships 
zooming along the Eyre High¬ 
way, space engineer Matthew 
James today said we should 
not get too excited by all the 
talk of UFOs. 

As police Investigated 
claims by a Perth family that 
they were harassed by extra¬ 
terrestrials as they drove 
across the Nullarbor, Mr 
James cautioned against the 
hysterical view. 

"Certainly these are most 
interesting reports," he said. 
"Something obviously hap¬ 
pened to these people. 

"But on what we have heard 
so far, I would suggest we 
could be talking about ball 
lightning. It sounds like that 
sort of phenomenon." 

Ball lightning? 

"It’s literally a ball of light, 
a variation on normal light¬ 
ning caused by electrical cur¬ 
rents and magnetic fields 

arranging themselves In a 
different manner. 

"It takes on a spherical 
shape, which could explain 
the reports that this was an 
egg-shaped object. It doesn’t 
happen often, but It has been 
experienced in Australia and 
throughout the world." 

Mr James, it should be said, 
Is not a cynic. He 18 spokesman 
for the Melbourne Planetary 
Society, part of a worldwide 
scientific group which In¬ 
cludes among Its alms the 
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What happened out there on the Nullarbor? 











• Drawing by the Knowles family, given to police. 



An artist's sketch ol th* seen# 
th# Knowles family describodL 



Knowles . .. neor 
hysterics after incident. 



The Knowles family ... Patrick, Wayne, Faye and Sean. 
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need to encourage further 
spending on research into ex¬ 
tra-terrestrial life. Its founder 
is the eminent Canadian scien¬ 
tist and writer, Dr Carl Sagan. 
Its sponsors include Holly¬ 
wood director Steven Spiel¬ 
berg. 

Mr James is part of what 
might be called the serious 
scientific exploration of whe¬ 
ther there is intelligent life 
elsewhere in the universe. 

He is an aerospace consul¬ 
tant who works on govern¬ 
ment and private research 
programs. He is now writing a 
book on Australian space acti¬ 
vities for the National Com¬ 
mittee on Space Engineering. 

He steers clear of Flash Gor¬ 
don comics. 

Mr James’ view is that one 
day we may well establish 
contact with another world — 
but that we shouldn’t expect 
extra-terrestrials to come 
knocking on our door, or, des¬ 
pite the reports coming from 
the Nullarbor, to terrorise 
motorists on desert highways. 

M I enjoyed watching E.T. 

just like everyone else,” he 
said. "And I think we must 
keep an open mind on this 
question. In fact, I would hope 
to see some evidence of life 
elsewhere,in my lifetime. 

"But, in 99 per cent of cases, 
claims of extra-terrestrials 
cannot be substantiated with 
proper evidence. And those 
that do sound credible, where 
people experience strange 
sensations like those men¬ 
tioned in the reports today, it 
doesn’t necessarily imply that 
extra-terrestrial beings were 
involved.” 

Mr James said he would 
never dismiss UFO reports as 
fantasies. 

Mr James said he believed if 
there was to be contact with 
other life in the universe, it 
was more likely radio astro¬ 
nomy would be first to establ¬ 
ish a dialogue. The great dist¬ 
ances of space made the 
possibility of personal contact 
with aliens, if they existed at 
all, unlikely in the extreme. 

NASA, the American space 
agency, had dedicated funds 
explicitly for the purpose of 
monitoring radio traffic in 
space. Its space tracking sta¬ 
tion just outside Canberra 
was involved in this program. 

Significantly, the efforts by 
the space superpowers had yet 
to achieve one positive result. 

"Nevertheless, the search is . 
continuing.” 

As ,to the visits of little 
green men? "Well, I have yet to 
see proof of it. Have you?” 

■ The Perth family which 
said a UFO plucked their car 
from the road as they crossed 
the Nullarbor yesterday was 
believed to be at a secret 
location in Adelaide today 
after signing a deal with a 
television station. 

A station spokesman said 
Mrs Faye Knowles and her 
three sons, Patrick, 24, Sean, 
21, and Wayne, 18, were still 
somewhat shaken by their en¬ 
counter-which was being in¬ 
vestigated by police. 
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Two more 



nasty 

encounter 

A BRISBANE man 
claims he and a carload 
of friends had an experi¬ 
ence similar to the Nul¬ 
larbor "encounter’*. 

And researchers in Mel- 
bourne believe the 
Knowles family's sighting 
may be linked to a Tasma¬ 
nian UFO report. 

Details of the Decem¬ 
ber 14 sighting by a prom- 
inent Launceston 
businessman were riven 
yesterday by the Victor¬ 
ian UFO Research So¬ 
ciety. 

"The object described is 
exactly the same/' society 
officer Mr Pat Gildea said. 

The man, who for pro¬ 
fessional reasons did not 
want to be Identified, 
claimed he saw a colored 
egg-shaped object while 
driving along a country 
road in his white Mer¬ 
cedes about 10.30 pm. 

lie claimed the light 
landed on the road in 
front of him and, as It did, 
his engine and lights died. 

"He panicked and ran 
but then stopped to look 
back," Mr Gildea said. 

The car was dragged to¬ 
wards the light before the 
oval-shaped object flew 
off, Mr Gildea said. 

In Brisbane. Mr Ron 
Warman, 56, said that last 
October he and four 
friends were driving 
along a lonely road be¬ 
tween Sansonvale and 
Petrie when "this object 
came down from the sky." 

"It was white with a 
yellow centre and came 
straight at the wind¬ 
screen. It left no evidence, 
and no one was game to 
wind down the windows 
and look up.*' 
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A Perth woman who claims an 
unidentified flying object landed 
on top'Of her car said last night 
that she and her three sons be¬ 
lieved the object had been "after" 
them. 

Mrs Faye Knowles, speaking on 
Channels, said she had Initially 
mistaken the object, which emit¬ 
ted a "horrible humming noise" 
for a truck. 

She said the encounter, on the 
Nullarbor Plain In Western Aus¬ 
tralia on Wednesday night,'had 
lasted about 90 minutes. 

Mr Sean • Knowles,' ’who was 
driving the family car at the time, 
said on Adelaide radio yesterday 
that after sighting' the UFO. at 
5.30 am on Wednesday, "I was 
doing about 200 kilometres (an 
hour) to try and get away from it. 

"Somehow, Igota blow-out," he 
said. "I don't know how. Once 1 got 
the blow-out, It (the UFO) was on 
the car. All of us had this real 
weird feeling going through us." 

Mrs Knowles said she and her 
sons believed they were dyihg 
when the object grew In slie and 
landed on the top of. their car with 
a clunk. 

"I was screaming, I was in hys- 
tcrlchls," she said. After the 
object llflcd the Knowles' car Off 
(he ground and dropped It heavi¬ 
ly, Mrs Knowles wound down her 
window and started screaming. 
Soot then filled the car and cov¬ 
ered it. 

"We thought we were dying, 
then we got out of the car and we 
hid behind a little tree In the 

bushes 'and ?(;couldn't find us," 
she sa\d. "It was up the road a bit 
further from,US. It was after us." 

The Object then took off and the 
family, after Changing the tyre 
quickly, drove away but they said 
Ihc object followed'them again. 
The family had tried to wave 
down other cars but none stopped. 

The Victorian UFO Research 
Society said It was not an unusual 
phenomenon to have remnants of 
ash after an alleged UFO visit. 

The group said that an Incident 
in northern Tasmania, near Laun¬ 
ceston, on 14 December bore 
Striking similarities to the Nullar¬ 
bor Plain evenCln that Incident, a 
car waS ' .dragged towards an 
unidentified^,Objfect on the road 
and Its motor £Ut out, the society 
said. 

The slngie>occupant had been 
scared and left the car to take cov¬ 
er In some k bushes. When the 
object, described as a conglomer¬ 
ation of bright lights, had moved 
away, the Car bdd been covered In 
grey ash. The.: society's spokes¬ 
man, Mr Pat 0ildea, said the Inci¬ 
dent w6s still .being Investigated. 


Port Lincoin police confirmed 
yesterday that the crew of the 
tuna bdbt Monica claimed to have 
seen moving eights In the sky In 
the <GrCat Australian Bight on 
Wednesday night. 

The crew of another vessel, the 
Empress Lady, had also reported 
seeing an object a wcek.before the 
Nullarbor Incident. 

A truck driver, Mr John de 
Jong, also said on Channel 7 last 
night that he had seen the lights 
that terrified Mrs Knowles and 
her three adult sons. 
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The driver of the family car, Mr Sean Knowles. 21, and his brother, Wayne, 18, in Adelaide yesterday. 

THE AGE, Friday 22 January 1988 



Meteorite ‘not UFO answer’ 


MELBOURNE advertising company 
Campaign Palace was quick off the mark 
getting this advertisment into the national 
daily newspapers. 

There were Australia-wide headlines on Thursday 
after a Perth family claimed a UFO picked their car up 
and (honk it while they were travelling across the Nullar- 
hor on Wednesday. 

Copy writer Scott Whyhin mapped out the idea in the 
h*ck of a cah after hearing a radio report and art director 
(•rahame Smith produced the artwork almost as fast. 

It look less than right hours from conception to deliver¬ 
ing the final artwork io Sydney hy hand — and that 
included sellint the idea to Dunlop and bonking the 
newspaper space. 

Asked if Dunlop had cheeked whether the vehicle 
wasn't already fitted with Ihmlop tyres, Dunlop advertis¬ 
ing manager Eric Rilling commented that it prnhably 
was. 

“It didn't leave the road.** was his logic. 

☆ ☆☆ 


A LEADING UFO researcher has dis¬ 
missed claims that a meteorite “at¬ 
tacked” the Knowles family's car on 
the Nuilarbor Plain. 

Mr Paul Norman, vice president of 
the Victorian UFO Society, said these 
and other similar explanations were 
“hogwash”. 

“They watched it fly off - what sort 
of meteorite does that?” he said. 

Mr Norman and fellow researcher 
Mr John Auchettl were in Adelaide to 
carry out a series of tests on the 
Knowles' car. 

Although the encounter took place 
12 days ago, the men were satisfied 
the results of their tests would reveal 


I By Caroij/n Collins 

evidence of a UFO encounter. The car 
has been impounded by Channel 7 
since it arrived in Adelaide from 
Ceduna. 

Mr Auchtettl said the dents on the 
roof could not have been caused by 
the car rolling, as some reports have 
suggested. 

: “The probability of getting them so 
evenly spaced is very rare. It is not 
like someone has walked over it,” he 
said. 

The blown-out tyre was also “very 
unusual” because there were no signs 


of wear and tear and it would be sent 
to its manufacturer for analysis. 

The pair collected dust samples 
from inside the car and from the 
brake linings, and tested the car for 
radioactivity and changes to the its 
magnetic field. 

Mrs Faye Knowles and her sons 
Patrick. 24, Sean, 21, and Wayne, 18, 
claimed their car was picked up by 
a bright white object near the WA-SA 
border on January 21. 

They told police their car was 
covered with ash before being 
dropped, bursting a tyre. 


















DUST covering the 
car Involved In the 
Nullarbor UFO “en¬ 
counter" was an un¬ 
known substance, 
police said yesterday* 

And as the puzzle 
deepened, more people 
claimed to have seen the 
object a Perth family say 
attacked them near the 
8 A - W A border on 
Wednesday. 

Forensic police were 
quoted In Adelaide as 
saying the substance 
allegedly deposited on and 
Inside the car was not ash. 

And the crew of a tuna 
boat fishing about 300km 
off the 8A coast were 
among a number of people 
credited with Independent 
sightings of a UFO match¬ 
ing the description of the 
Nullarbor nasty. 

The tuna boat Empress 
Lady, of the Australian 
Southern Bluefln fleet, re- 
orted a bright light 
overing overhead around 
the same time the 
Knowles family claim they 
were attacked. 

And 8gt Jim Fumell, of 
Ceduna, In the far west of 
South Australia, said 
police had had calls from 
two other people claiming 
to have seen a light In the 
past week, but had been 
reluctant to report It for 
fear of ridicule. 

Police also had another 
report from a motorist In 
WA, he said. 

But other police believe 
the UFO sighting, by 
Perth woman Mrs Faye 
Knowles and her sons Pat¬ 
rick, 24, 8ean, 21, and 
Wayne, 18, may yet turn 
out to be a gigantic hoax. 

And an Australian 
Southern Bluefln fleet 
spokesman said details of 
the tuna boat sighting had 
been exaggerated. 

Chief Insp Barry Wil¬ 
loughby, of Port Lincoln, 
said the desert sighting 
was In the same area of 
WA where the M Nullarbor 
Nymph** created a 
worldwide sensation some 
years ago. 

Police at Eucla said they 
had been out on the high¬ 
way but were unable to 
And the spot where the 
encounter allegedly hap¬ 
pened. 

But Mrs Faye Knowles 
and her three sons were 
still Insisting last night 
that their experience on 
the ; Eyre Highway was 
real. 

They told last night of 
how they endured nearly 
two hours of terror In a 
desperate bid to flee what 
they are convinced was a 
UFO. 

Still recovering from 
what they claim was a 
horrifying encounter, the 
family appeared distres¬ 
sed and shaken In an ex¬ 
clusive Interview on Hlnch 
at Seven. • 

Mrs Knowles and her 

sons said their car was 
engulfed by a glowing ball 
and lifted Into the air. 

“We were In a state of 
shock,** said Mrs Knowles. 

“All of a sudden this 
thing was on our roof and 
lifted the car up.** 

“I said I didn't know 
what to do and as soon as I 
said that this smoke stuff 
started coming into the 
car.** 

“It was like a soot ... 
coming In on top of us,** 
she said. 


*‘We thought we were 
dying, so we got out of the 
car and stood behind a 
little tree In the bushes. 

“It couldn't And us but It 
was still there waiting for 
us and looking for us.** 

Mrs Knowles said she 
and her sons stayed In the 
bushes for about 15 
minutes. 

“Then all of a sudden It 
took oft again and when 
we hopped In the car to 
take oft it came after us 
again. 

“It wouldn't leave us 
alone.** 

The Knowles said they 
were all awake when they 
noticed the UFO In the 
middle of the road, In front 
of their car, at about 5am. 

“It was terrible,** Mrs 
Knowles said. 

Sean, who was driving, 
said: “I had to put my foot 
down because It was chas¬ 
ing us. The next second It 
was on the roof.’* 

“We heard a clunking 
sound,” Mrs Knowles said.. 

The Knowles were ada¬ 
mant that what they saw 

was real and not a ball of 1 
lightning as has been 
claimed. 

“This was happening for 
about an hour and a half. 

“It kept tormenting us.” 

“If you’re driving 200km 
an hour how could you 
blow the back tyre without 
rolling the car?’* 

“It was after us,” said Mrs 
Knowles. 

“It was chasing other 
cars then all of a sudden it 
came for us. 

“Something’s got to be 
done or else someone will 
get really hurt,” Mrs 
Knowles said. 

"There’s something out 
there we can’t explain.” 

They are to get the train 
back to Perth. 

AGE, VIC 
22.1.1988 


IN America, they’re 
excited. In Australia, 
they’re more cautious 

— even sceptical. 

But whatever IT was 

that the Knowles family 
saw out on the Nullarbor 
early on Wednesday mor¬ 
ning, it has grabbed the 
attention — and aroused 
the envy — of researchers 
around the world. 

Some even say the 
“Mundrabllla Incident’’ — 
ns police now call the fam¬ 
ily’s strange encounter — 
the most important sight¬ 
ing ever. 

“I can’t think of any 
other case like it.” said 
George Eberhart. from the 
Chicago-based J.L. Hynek 
Centre for UFO Studies. 

“It’s Incredible. 

“There have been other 
reports where vehicles 
hav^ been interfered with 
like the ignition sytems 

— but nothing like this. I 
wish a case like this had 
happened here.” 


The Hynek Centre — 
named after a UFO resear¬ 
cher who once served as an 
astronomical consultant 
to the official US Air Force 
investigation Into UFOs — 
receives about 2f>0 re¬ 
ported sightings each year 
from throughout the US. 

Bodies 

Eberhart said the best- 
documented case on re¬ 
cord of a close encounter 
of the second kind — 
actual physical evidence 
— was a 1971 incident in 
Delthof, Kansas. 

In that case, after a 
sighting by a 16-year-old 
boy, Ronald Johnson, sci¬ 
entists found a ring- 
shaped mark in the grass 
and a residue of a silvery- 
type of salt which was not 
found naturally. 

But, Eberhart said, the 
Knowles sighting could be 
of even greater import¬ 
ance. 

At home in Australia, 
theories about what 
caused the Knowles fam¬ 
ily’s night of terror have 
begun flying around like 
UFOs. 

Explanations Include a 
close encounter with dry 
lightning or a direct hit 
from a carbonaceous 
meteorite. 

Another theorist has 
suggested the object 
might hal/e been nothing 
more sinister than a dis¬ 
torted view of the rising 
sun. 

Faye Knowles and her 
,thr,ce sons, are adamant 
the dazzling giant egg-ln* 

an-eggeup-like object 
which landed on their car 
on the Eyre Highway In 
the early hours of Wednes¬ 
day was extraterrestrial. 

They claim the smell of 
dead bodies, the coating of 
ash and dents on the roof 
of their car all point to 
something not of this 
world. 

And research physicist 
Olen Moore of Wollongong 
University agrees. 

But Instead of a UFO, he 
believes each of the indi¬ 
vidual phenomena and the 
sighting of a bright object 
reported by tuna ftsner- 
men in the Great Austra¬ 
lian Bight adds up to a 
carbonaceous meteorite. 

T see no dlfAculty with 
what they saw, only with 
the Interpretation of what 
it was,” said Mr Moore. 

“There’s the possibility 
of these people feeling a 
very considerable shock If 
the meteorite entered the 
earth's atmosphere above 
them. 

“It's quite possible the 
meteorite broke up In the 
atmosphere and material 
from it fell on the car.” 

However, Professor 
Feter Schwcrdtrcgcr, head 
of me teorology a t 
Adelaide’s Flinders Uni¬ 
versity, thinks a severe 
electrical storm Could also 
fit the bill. 

“My best guess Is that 
it’s an atmospheric electri¬ 
cal phenomenan man¬ 
ifested in the form of dry 
lightning — in other words 
there was no rain. 

“If somebody happens to 
be in one of these electrical 
disturbances miles from 
anywhere. It’s going to be 
a pretty thrilling if not 
eerie sensation.” 

Allan Brunt, former 
head of the South Austra¬ 
lian Bureau of Meteorolo- 
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gy, has another Idea — an 
extremely distorted view 
of the rising sun. 

He said conditions on 
the day were perfect for far 
horizon mirages and what 
happened following the 
sighting could probably be 
explained by panic. 

Mr Brunt thought It pos¬ 
sible Mrs Knowles turned 
her car over without really 
knowing what had hap¬ 
pened, landing back on 
the wheels. 

•Til go and Jump In the 
lake If that dust they 
found on the car turns out 
to be some sort of extra¬ 
terrestrial material/* he 
said.. 

Mr Brunt will have to 
wait however, because 
police said It could be at 
least another week before 
forensic experts analysed 
the substance. 


SUN, VIC 

23.1.1988 


High-speed Telstar 

In regard to the recent Nullarbor vis¬ 
it of our intergalactical neighbors 
please show me a Ford Telstar se¬ 
dan capable of 200 kmh. 

Gerard Toblrt; 
Mooroolbark. 


AGE, VIC 

23.1.1988 


After Wednesday’s 
alleged extra-terrestrial 
attack on four travellers 
on the lonely Eyre out¬ 
side the tiny town, local 
publican Steve Papuptis 
said yesterday he had 
seen strange lights over 
Eucla on January 5. 

When pilots flying light 
planes between Adelaide 
and Perth stop over at 
Eucla, Mr Papuptis goes 
to the airstip to take 
them back to his Amber 
Hotel. 

A booking was made 
for a pilot to stay on 

January 5, but when he 
didn’t turn up at the air¬ 
strip at 7 pm as ex¬ 
pected, Mr Papuptis 
went home. 

Later that night Mr 
Papuptis’s wife said she 
could see a plane coming 
In, so he thought his 
guest had arrived. 


**I saw what looked like 
navigation lights moving 
over the west of the town 
towards the airstrip,” Mr 
Papuptis said. 

“The lights came slow¬ 
ly down like a plane pre¬ 
paring to land ... but 
then hovered at a 20- 

degree angle for about a 
minute. 

"I thought what the 
hell Is the pilot doing.” 

Mr Papuptis, who has 
spent 20 years at Eucla, 
said the lights moved 
lower, then slowly east 
before vanishing over the 
horizon. 

He reported the inci¬ 
dent to police because he 
feared the plane might 
have crashed. 

On police advice he 
also reported it to air 
traffic control in Perth, 
who checked with 
Adelaide airport. 

“They said no plane 
was supposed to be in 

the area,” Mr Papuptis 
said. 

He said he was mysti¬ 
fied by the incident until 
last week’s claim by 
Perth woman Faye 
Knowles that she and 
her three sons were 
chased by a huge “bright 
glowing” object as they 
drove near the WA-SA 
border town. 

Mr Papuptis said the 
lights he saw “were two 
twinkling white lights on 
top of an ultra-violet 
light, but I didn’t bother 
to look at its shape”. 

He can’t remember 
whether he heard the 
sound of a plane because 

“when I saw the lights I 
thought It was a plane 
anyway and there was an 
east wind blowing at the 
rate of about 15 knots”. 

But he doesn’t believe 
In flying saucers. 

“I had seen light 
streaks from Skylab and 
I think maybe what I saw 
in January was some 
part of a rocket,” he said. 

Another Eucla resi¬ 
dent, 28-year-old cook 
Jeanette Dodd, isn’t so 
sure about what she saw 
in the sky. 

Her house is on a hill 
with a commanding view 
of the Southern Ocean. 

“About a month ago 
we were in bed looking at 
the stars and this bright 
light was coming to¬ 
wards us,” said Ms Dodd. 

“It sort of flew into the 
angle of the window and 
then zoomed away. 

“It was very big and 
must have been travel¬ 
ling at incredible speed. 

“It hovered above the 
horizon on a 30-degree 
angle, so I knew it wasn’t 
a boat . . . and then it 
disappeared.” 

Another local with a 
strange tale is bar mana¬ 
ger Stan Mossdeld, who 
said: “I was going home 
from Border Village 
about 10 days ago and as 
I was coming towards 
our place I saw this great 
big light hanging up in 
the air. 


“It \ns then for about 
5 km a id then when we 1 3 

roundel a bend it was 
gone. I. was scary.” 

Mr Mossdeld believes 
the various sightings add 
up to vistors from space. 

“Most people in town 
think something is 
occuring and I think 
these creatures from 
outer space are ready to 
communicate with us,” 
he said. 


SUNDAY PRESS, VIC 

24.1.1988 


I NEVER intended to tell any¬ 
one this. I was not keen to be 
thought of as crazy and there was 
no way I could have avoided that 
by claiming to have had an en¬ 
counter of “that kind:*. 

However, now that the Knowles 
have made their encounter public 
and others claiming to have had 
similar experiences have come out „ 
of the woodwork. I might as well 
get in on the act.. 

Was it really a UFO that my 
companion and l saw on the Eyre 
Highway in Western Australia all 
those years ago? 

It happened when I was work¬ 
ing in Kalgoorlie. At that time we 
received regular reports of motor¬ 
ists on the highway seeing strange 
lights. We ran the stories, but al¬ 
ways had a little chuckle, about 
another sighting of little green 
men on the Nullarbor. 

In those days, sighting UFOs 
was not as acceptable as it has be¬ 
come today. Such reports were 
treated with glee and greeted with 
comments like: "Where did you 
see it? In the car park at the 
pub?" 

Well, there was no way I was 
going to cop that sort of flak. Be-* 
sides, it could have been embar¬ 
rassing to both my companion and 
myself. 

Anyway, I was on an assign¬ 
ment out past Balladonia on the 
highway and was returning to 
Kalgoorlie. It was dark so we had 


Suddenly this big, bright light 
appeared on the horizon in front 
of us. We thought it was a truck, 
so moved over because he seemed 
to be hogging the middle of the 
road. 

The light approached, at about 
the speed a truck would. As he got 
closer I cursed him for not dipping 
his lights and gave him a blast of 
full beam just to remind him. 

It had no affect. He iust kept on 
coming with that light blinding 

us. I slowed rightdown and wait¬ 
ed for him to pass. 
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When the light came to within 
about 100 metres of us everything 
zapped out. The car lights and ra« 
dio went ofT and the engine 
'stopped. 

The light slowed and made a. 
couple of slow passes over us. Fn 
no time at all we were perspiring 
profusely and the metal of the car 
was hot to touch. . It was like an 
oven in there. 

We could not get out because, 
this was in the days before the' 
highway was sealed. There was. 
dust and dirt swirling around like 
a storm; we would have choked to 
death on it. 

We could do nothing but just sit 
and watch the light make the 
passes over us. We could see noth¬ 
ing but the light and we coiild 
hear nothing but a sound like a 
vacuum cleaner. 

My companion grabbed at my 
arm. “What’s going on, what's 
happening?'* she asked. 

“What is that thing and what's 

it doing to us?" she asked again, a. 
tremor in her voice. 

I was too cunous to be scared, 
but L was rattled .by the experi¬ 
ence. It was weird. 

The whole incident lasted only* 
a Tew minutes* and thea the light 
turned and took off at a great rate 
of knots in the direction in which 
it had been headed. 

When the dust settled we got 
out, legs trembling. We sat in the 
middle of the road while we recov¬ 
ered. There was no sign of the 
mysterious light It had been a 
nerve-wracking.expcrience: 

When the “thing" disappeared, 
the* lights and radio in our car 
came back on and I was able to 
start the engine again with no 
problems. The car cooled quickly. 

So there it is. 

However^before you go calling 
the men in the white coats I must 
say that, no, we had not been 
drinking — oor were we halluci* 
nating. 

My natural journalistic scepti¬ 
cism would tend to discount the 
experience as a lot of rubbish. Ex¬ 
cept that I was there ind I know it 
happened. * 

So what did happen? What 
, were those little green men up to? * 
Why did they pick on us? * 

Were they just checking us out 
or were they looking for some in¬ 
telligent life form to take away 
with them for study? Perhaps we 
were unsuitable candidates. 

‘ What art experience thalwould- 
have been^ to be whisked away 
into space. What a storyf Any 
time you want me folks, just come 
and get me. 

SUNDAY MAIL, QLD 

24.1,1988 
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A MELBOURNE doctor yes¬ 
terday treated three mem¬ 
bers of the family which last 
week claimed it was at¬ 
tacked by a UFO. 

Mrs Faye Knowles and sons Patrick, 
24, and Wayne, 18, yesterday were 
taken to Dandenong Valley Private 
Hospital by relatives who were con¬ 
cerned about their condition. 

The doctor who treated them said: 
"They’re fine but that’s about all I’m 
prepared to say." 

The Knowles were discharged yes¬ 
terday afternoon and last night were 
spending time with family and friends. 

A relative, who asked not to be 
named, said the doctor had given them 
each a cup of coffee and had coun¬ 
selled them to "take it easy". 

"They were told it could last any¬ 
thing between two weeks to six 
months to get over what they’ve been 
through," the relative said. 

Mrs Knowles last night hit out at the 
TV station which paid for exclusive 
rights to the bizarre story about a UFO 
attack on the family car near Mundra- 
billa on the Nullarbor plain. 

This follows scientific tests showing 
the car had no signs Of • close en¬ 
counter of an unearthly kind. 

An angry Mrs Knowles declared her 
disgust with the tests which were done 
on behalf of Channel 7 in Adelaide. 

“They’re calling us liars,** she said in 
an interview shown on Channel 7. 
adding: “That’s not true. What we 
know happened to us did happen to 
us. There’s definitely something out 
there.’* 

Mrs Knowles and her sons Patrick. 

Sean and Wayne were sticking to their 
story that a UFO chased their appro¬ 
priately-named blue Ford Telstar 
along the Eyre Highway early last 
Wednesday. 

Media coverage of the “Mundrabilla 
incident” has captured the imagina¬ 
tions of overseas UFO watchers. 

“I can’t think of any other case like 
it,” said George Eberhart, from the 
Chicago-based J.L.Hynek Centre for 
UFO studies. “It’s incredible.” 

The Knowles claim that the object 
— likened to a large glowing egg in a 
cup — picked up their car and 
slammed it back on the road, blowing 
a tyre. 

Their car was covered with a film of 
black dust and was dented on the roof. 

However, tests commissioned by 
Channel 7 found there was no evi¬ 
dence to support the claim that the 
UFO landed and dented the roof, or 
had been responsible for the damaged 
tyre. 

Mr Monty Luke, from Australian 
Mineral Development Laboratories, 
tested the vehicle yesterday and on 
Friday. 

He said the.dust was consistent with 

• material Iron* brake*linings and was 
consistent with similar matenal found 
on other vehicles. 

Results of police tests won’t be 
known till the end of this week. 

The Knowles have been contracted 
to Channel 7 for a sum believed to be 
S5000. It is understood the terms of 
the contract prevent them speaking 
with other media for three months. 

The reporter who compiled the sto¬ 
ry was Channel 7 Adelaide's chief-of- 
staff Frank Pangallo. 

“Nobody's really disputing that they 
didn't see anything.’* Mr Pangallo said 
yesterday. “It’s just that nothing hit 
the car.” 

Mr Pangallo said some dents found 
on the car were old and consistent 
with wear and tear. There were two 
dents on the roof and some on the side 
of the car. Two dents were fairly re¬ 
cent. 

Mr Pangallo said geiger counters 
had been used in the tests but no trace 
of radioactivity had been found. 

Asked about Faye Knowles’ angry 
reaction to the Channel 7 tests. Mr 
Pangallo said: “I’ve spent a bloody 
hour trying to explain to them they're 
not being made out to he liars. I just 
said to them ‘look you just got it con¬ 
fused'. 

“ ‘The smoke in the car was caused 
by your burst tyre. It wasn't this UFO. 
There's nothing saying you didn’t see a 
UFO because it has been witnessed by 
other people on the road.' 

“Independent witnesses have seen it 
and it was seen again the following 
night. And it also buzzed a tuna trawl¬ 
er at Port Lincoln on the Wednesday 
night. . 

**So it's not that they re being made 
out to be liars. They were genuinely 
distressed at seeing something.'' 

Mr Pangallo also defended the 
Channel 7 contract which prevented 
the Knowles from discussing the story 
with any other media group. 


“There was some commercial inter¬ 
est but it was a drop in the ocean 
compared with the fistfiil of dollars the 
Mike Willesee team were waving 
around the Eyre Peninsula and the 
Nullarbor," he said. “They were going 
as high as S20.000." 

Mr Pangallo described how he had 
“stitched up” the Seven exclusive. 

He said he was the first reporter on 
the scene and arranged for the 
Knowles car to be hidden on a proper¬ 
ty in Wudinna on South Australia's 
Eyre Peninsula. 

“There were film crews and journal¬ 
ists from Melbourne. Sydney. Brisbane 
and Perth scouring the town trying to 
find it.” he said. 

Mr Pangallo said the initial tip-ofT 
came from police on Wednesday 
night. 

“When we got the tip from the cops 
that this was happening I just rang the 
Ceduna police, found out what time 
the family had left and ascertained 
about «iidi time they would be passing 
through Wudinna.'* he said. 

Mr Pangallo s next move was to 
contac! a former journalist colleague, 

Mr Paul Jackson, who runs the Eyre 
Highway Motel at Wudinna. 

“I got him to sit out there on a box 
of Eskies and just wait until they came. 
He flagged them dowif. took them in¬ 
side and by that time we were on our 
way in a fixed-wing plane," he said. 

“And we got there about three houn 
before anyone else.” 

Mr Pangallo was asked whether he 
was concerned about the use of cheque 
book journalism. 

"Mate, as far as cheque book jour¬ 
nalism is concerned, I just don’t want 
to hear anything about it because ev¬ 
erybody does it," he replied. 

“But make it quite dear it wasn’t an 
outrageous figure. And the only reason 
we had to do something was because 
the Willesee team was telegraphing 
their offer in advance on the phone. 

“They were still a day away. They 
were ringing through. It was almost 
like being at Christie’s. You know, like 
the bids are coming up. 

"I can honestly tell you we would 
have got the story. That family weren’t 
looking for money." 

Why were they ofTered it* 

“Well we just wanted it exclusively. 
W’e didn’t want the Nine network to 
just take it away.” 

He added: “It was just one of those 
.stories that lent jtsclf to.a situation of 
exclusivity.’* * 1 ’ ' 1 * P V 
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TO BEC0NT1NUEV NEXT EDITION, 


What happened out thereon the Nullarbor ? 
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For nearly an hour, a huge, unrecognizable something, performing 
amazing maneuvers, followed JAL Flight No. 1628 over Alaska. 
Veteran pilots saw it. Three different radar scopes tracked it. 

And once it disappeared, it still wasn’t gone ... 


flying saucers of supermarket tabloids. 
Those who show Intsreet risk being la¬ 
beled as true-believers in visitors from 
outer space, intellectual flyweights, or 
}ust birdbralna with plenty of room up- 
slain to rent To avoid ridicule, most 
serious researchers have retreated to the 
shadows and keen their mouths shut 
about what could be going on in the 
seemingly infinite universe. 

CapL Ter such i probably would have 
been wiser to do that; he could have 
spared himself the phone calk, the rub¬ 
bernecking, the mockery. But by all ac¬ 
counts he is an honest and forthright 
man. By doing his duty, by reporting In 
good conscience something in the sky that 
wasn’t supposed to be there, he brought 
public controversy upon himself and em¬ 
barrassing scrutiny within a profession 
that is highly conscious of image. 

The FAA, meanwhile, did not want to 
encourage public hysteria by cavalierly 
releasing Information whose meaning it 
could not ascertain. Italaodidnot want to 
cast aspersions on the crew — it had no 
reason to — or create the impression that 
It had anything to cover up, because it 
didn't The FAA just didn’t knou. 

It was a lose-lose situation. 

T he air force had 

spent 22 maddening years 
Investigating UFO reports 
before closing down the 
last government watchdog. 
Project Rlue Book — and 
the FAA had no interest in 
picking up where the re- 
treeting Air Force had left 
off. The UFO issue had 
lent Itself too readily to 
fantasy and host; it was 
Impossible to control. Its history had been 
protracted, complicated and attended to 
by myriad panels and projects that passed 
the hot potato around without settling 
anything — a scenario laid out in The 
UFO Contrm<eny in America, a 1976 hook 
by Temple University professor David 
Michael Jacobs. 

Ground control: 

Do you still have 
the traffic? 

JAL: Affirmative. 
Nine o’clock. 


Project Blue Book had been preceded 
by Project Sign, Project Grudge. Project 
Twinkle, with the high point of Air Force 
involvement occurring in 1962 There had 
been a tremendous number of UFO re¬ 
ports that year — including radar acope 
sightings, later deemed inaccurate, that 
led the Air Force to scramble jets to 
intercept UFOs above the nation's capi¬ 
tal. So the CIA convened a panel of five 
distinguished nonmilitary scientists — 
the Robertson Panel — to eiamine 
whether the sightings threatened national 
security. After 12 hours of study over 
three days, the panel concluded that the 
real danger didn’t seem to he the 1 IFOa. 
The real danger was the UFO reports — 
seemingly more credible because of the 
Air Force's sustained interest — reports 
that could etpoae the public to "psycho¬ 
logical warfare" and "skillful hostile pro¬ 
paganda" that might "induce hysterical 
behavior and harmful distrust of duly 
constituted authority." The Russians 
would surely get us. 

Informed critics argued that the gov¬ 
ernment was going shout the investiga¬ 
tion all wrong, that investigators were 
preoccupied with the potentialthreat to 
national security — this mtu the '60*. 
after all, the height of the Cold War — 
and not with serious scientific analyses of 
the thousands of cases from all over the 
world. 

But no matter what the Air Force 
people did, certain UFO quarters rou¬ 
tinely suspected them of orchestrating 
elaborate cover-ups 

The flying-saucer business was the big¬ 
gest public-relations headache in Air 
Force history. Finally, the Condon Com¬ 
mittee, an academic group convened in 
1996 to coma up with a nonmilitary read 
on the situation, said esactly what the Air 
For a wanted to hear — knowledge 
wouldn't be advanced by further study, 
and Project Rlue Rook should be put to 
sleep. 

It wea, In 1999, and the ssamination of 
UFOs passed Into the hands of independ¬ 
ent researchers and private orgeniratione 
such as MUFON and CUFOS - the 
Mutual UFO Network based in Seguin, 
Tessa, and the J. Allen Hynek Center for 
UFO Studies in Glenview, 111 The van¬ 
guard of current research centers on 
increasing reports of abductions that in¬ 
volve traumatic medical eiaminations on 
members of different generations of the 
same families — hair-thin needles insert¬ 


ed up the noaa, plugs of skin taken from 
backs, arms, legs. 

No — the FAA had no Interest in 
arousing hktory's tendency to repeat it¬ 
self. The government had learned its 
lesson wall: Hie emotional, ungainly ie- 
lues ralated to unidentified flying ohjecta 
were in no way ronditcive to bureaucratic 
control. 

S O NOW YOU SEE WHAT 
the captain and the FAA 
had gotten themselves into. 
Dotens of times, day after day, 
the phone rang in Paul Rteurks'a 
office: NBC in New York. Radio 
Hawaii Star Magazine Canadian 
Broadcasting. The Sunday Lon¬ 
don Mirror. The French News 
Agency. The Washington office of 
TRUU, the Soviet Nstional Dally 
Newspaper. National Public Ra¬ 
dio. People magatina. 

Pub ic response was so gTeat 
that the FAA decided to inter¬ 
view the JAL crew a second time 
and review the radar tapes. And 
Steucke started thinking strat¬ 
egy. What was tha FAA’s rola and 
responsibility? Whatdid it liwr? 

The first officer and the flight 
engineer again corroborated >he 
captain's dramatic report. Rut 
the FAA decided that the radar 
tapes did not — necessarily. The 
object on radar was now thought 
to he an accidental split image of 
the JAL 747, Steucke said, and 
not a separate object — a familiar 
radar quirk. The people at F.l- 
mendorf, meanwhile, emphasized 
that their radar signals hadn't 
lasted long enough to be con¬ 
firmed, and they attributed the 
apparent hit* to cni idental 
electronic clutter. 

The calls kept coming. Steucke 
kept getting new bits of material, 
and the thread of the story kept 
wandering. He felt aa if hs were 
"blowing up a balloon" — each 
time he doled nut a bit of infor¬ 
mation, the atory got bigger. He 
was constantly looking for holes 
in the data and trying to stay 
ahead of the reporters — not 
always with success. 

Hal Bernton, for one. of the 
Anchorage Daily News 
After the FAA eipleined its 
double radsr signal aa a "split 
beacon,” Bernton tracked down 
controller Sam Rich, who told 
him that three controllers had 
seen a radar image of an object 
near 1628 that night, and "all 
three of us thought there was s 
track," or aircraft (That would 
be Rich, Henley and John Aar- 
nink, who had stepped in to help 
out) The track may not have 
been very strong. Rich told Hern- 
ton, but none of the controllers at 
the time thought it might he a 
split image of the 747. 

Steucke called Rich in for a 
chat lie made Rich aware of the 
awkward position he had put the 
other controllers in — speaking 
for them without their knowl- 
edge. And from then on. Rich 
referred interview requests to 
Steucke's office, where reporters 
were informed that Rich didn't 
want to talk. A message also went 
out over the FAA employees' 
"rode a phones" at work, warn¬ 
ing that reporters would hound 
them on this story and that FAA 
policy required them to go 
through public affairs. 

Steucke worried that this miv- 
up made him look had One day 
he's saying only one controller 
had handle^ 1928, and now he 
finds out there were fit*, counting 
supervisors, and they seemed to 
be disputing the FAA's publicly 
stated position! WTi/if in the world 
avis eorryhndy going In thinh? 

At least he wasn't handling an 
air crash. The subject matter was 
fascinating, and things kept hap¬ 
pening. F.arly on Jan. II, for 
instance, Capt Terauchi again 
reported seeing unusual lights 
while flyine over Alaska Onre he 
landed and learned the location 
of a reported temperature inver¬ 
sion, he provided an explanation* 

As he flew near Arctic Village, the 
town lights had gotten distorted 
by bouncing off ice cr atals cre¬ 
ated when cold air got sand¬ 
wiched between two layers of 
warm air. Not a rare phenome¬ 
non. But, initially, the informa¬ 
tion was presented aa if the FAA 
had coma up with the eiplana- 
lion. Teraucoi complained to re¬ 
porter Hal Rernton, aware that It 
made him look like a crackpot 
Hank E iaa, the Alaska air- 
traffic manager, felt bad for tha 


captain A pilot Is always seeing 
things In the sky, he says, because 
that’s where he's looking all the 
time. "You see things,” he says, 
"and you rationalize." That's a 
star, that's another airplane, 
thafa a navigational beacon. So 
the captain sees something, and it 
doesn't look like anything he’s 
seen in 29 years of flying. Then, 
says Elias, he's "got to look at 
everything else real critical from 
now on the poos guy’s got to 
take a real hard look and aay, 'Is 
that another one?’ ” 

Inside the FAA offices, mean¬ 
while. the attitude was. I can't 
belief «e it Who! is all thu inlerentl 
Rut the sighting also generated 
wonder: For all anyone knew, the 
United Sla les or the .Soviet I fnion 
was testing some advanced ex- 
perimental craft — what better 
place? Or maybe there was a 
physical explanation, beyond our 
current awareness, as meteorites 
once were, and radioactivity, 
atomic fission, the anomalous 
motion of the perihelion of Mer- 
cti y. And was it likely that in all 
the vast universe, only Earth 
would he singled out for life * 1 
"We all carry with us the seed 
of the possibility that what Capt. 
Terauchi described could actual¬ 
ly have been there." says Steucke 
"The dehunkers are trying to 
keep u* honest. At the same time. 

Every time the 
public affairs 
guy doled out 
information, the 
story ballooned. 


the believers are trying to keep 
the possibility alive." 

THE INQUIRIES KEPT COM- 
ing — mostly from the media and 
some from independent UFO in¬ 
vestigators like Richard Haines, a 
compact, precise, polite Califor¬ 
nia scientist in wire rimmed bifo¬ 
cals who still pulls nut chairs for 
women. When people called 
Steucke with scientific question*, 
or wanting to know shout other 
pilot sightings, he sent them to 
Heine*. 

During the day. Heines work* 
at NASA’s Ames Research Center 
in Mountain View a* chief of the 
Space Human Factor* Office — 
they’re helping design the inte¬ 
rior of the space station as well as 
new space suits. At night and on 
weekends, at his own eipense, he 
tries to keep track of and explain 
high altitude sightings like Capt 
Terauchi'* — his hobby for 20 
years. 

He thinks pilots make good 
subjects highly stable, highly 
trained, highly motivated, scien 
tifically inclined, and unlikely to 
make casual reports of strange 
sighting*, because of the potential 
to ha embarrassed among their 
peers Plua, an airplane come* 
with instruments that can record 
phenomena — "a flying laborato¬ 
ry," says Haines. 

Over the years he has looked 
Into .1.000 pilot-sightings and ex¬ 
plained 2,600 of them as illusions 
or misidentifleatinn* of atmos¬ 
pheric phenomena. "Rut none- 
thsless," he says, ”1 have quite • 
few that are very unexplained, I 
would say 600." The Alaska sight¬ 
ing is one of them — hut he says 
the only really unusual thing 
about it was the publicity. "Peo¬ 
ple tend not to know about the 
other*.” 

I .ike the dozen or an I IFO* that 
atx Brazilian jet fighters chased 
for half an hour last May after the 
objects registered on radsr in Sao 
Paulo. Or the young Australian 

C ' t Haines has just written a 
k about — who in 1978 re¬ 
ported a strange craft In his vicin¬ 
ity, then disappeared, while 
flying in ■ Cessna to buy soma 
crayfish for a party 

Haines heard about tha JAL 
aightlng and proceeded to edu¬ 
cate himself about the relevant 
radar ayitama and the dynamics 
of the Boeing 747. He got hold of 
wind elnft charts and weather 
photography. He worked the 
phone*: Rlmendnrf, Steucke, 
Derry, JAL, tha pilot end firat 
officer of the United jet And he 
interviewed Capt Terauchi for 
three hours by telephone with the 


help of a Japeneee friend who I* a 
pfloi with a Ph D. in eng'tnearine. 

When Haines asked Terauchi 
how the two ohjecta he first saw 
had moved in spec*, the captain 
said, “They move together *e If 
they have e common center of 
gravity, and they oecillat* slightly 
with ■ random wavering motion." 
The inetant he flashed hie landing 
lights at the United jet, whatever 
was following him disappeared 
"Wheddya mean, disap¬ 
peared?" Haines asked. And Ter¬ 
auchi said: 

*The light* went out" 

I T WAS ROMETIME AFTER 
Heines spoke with the cap¬ 
tain that Philip Klees, an¬ 
other noted independent UFO 
investigator, advanced a widely 
published theory that the captain 
had actually been looking at Jupi¬ 
ter, and maybe Mars. 

It was late in January by than. 
For many years, until hie semi- 
retirement last June, Klaaa had 
bean the senior avionics editor of 
Aaififfi Week and Space Technol¬ 
ogy Magarine. And for more than 
20 years, his hobby has been to 
Investigate “seemingly myslerl- 
oua or famous UFO cases,'' he 

••y* 

"I have emerged — It sounds 
immodest, but I think it's true — 
as probably the leading skeptical 
UFO investigator in the country, 
if not the world,” he say*. “After 
21 yean, I have vet lo find ■ case 
that I did not believe could be 
etplained in prosaic or earthly 
terms. Because of this position, U 
there la an important new UFO 
case, I cannot afford to ignoreit, if 
you will. It’s sort of as If Sherlock 
llolmes were a real person living 
today, ha couldn't afford to ianore 
Jimmy Hoffa's complete disap 
pee ranee or other such seemingly 
mysterioue crimes." 

Klaaa didn't Interview tha pi¬ 
lot, because after hearing him on 
(jury King’s late night radio 
show, he says, "it was evident 
that be is not too skilled In Eng¬ 
lish, and I don’t apeak Japanese." 
But his FAA contacts enabled 
him to "read and make extensive 
nolae" of a transcript of tha taped 
conversation between the cockpit 
and the ground. Then he apprnxl- 
mated the southeasterly direction 
in whkh the captain and crew 
were looking, consulted "a profes¬ 
sional astronomer,” and worked 
out a theory: 

Jupiter was extremely bright 
and visible in the direction of tha 
reported UFO, and Mars was just 
below and to the right of Jupiter, 
which could explain tha pilot’s 
initial report of two lights. 

"Jupiter was only 10 degree* 
above tha horizon, making it ap¬ 
pear to the pilot lo ha roughly at 
hi# own 15,000 foot altitude,” 
Klaaa wrote in a report for the 
Buffalo baaed Committee for the 
Scientific Investigation of Claims 
of the Paranormal, of which he it 
■ f minder 

H aines couldn't 

buy the theory. It focused 
only on tha very end of 
the 50 minute episode, and did 
not take the crew's entire etperi- 
ence into account. 

'There’s no way it could he ■ 
planet," he say*. 'The autopilot 
was flying the airplane in a 
straight line. Terauchi tells me 
that the object first appeared at 
12 o'clock, then moved out rather 
quickly to 10 o’clock or MV.,70 
before it came hack again.” 

That's not Jupiter, he aays, 
because Jupiter doesn’t move. "If 
the airplane h stable . and 
Jupiter is stable, it doesn't ex¬ 
plain this business” of the objects 
moving bark and forth Resides, 
he says, the objects wers way too 
big to be planets 
When the story about Klaaa' 
Jupiter theory came over the 
wires at the Anchorage Daily 
New*. Ilsl Bernton celled up Ter¬ 
auchi. The pilot was adamant — 
be had recognired Jupiter during 
the flight, and whatever had 
tailed him »m no planet. 

Klaaa lauahad when told that 
the pilot had rejected h'n explana¬ 
tion: This is par for tha course. 
When a person is a dedicated 
UFO believer, as the pilot ia and 
was, ha’ll always deny a prmaic 
explanation. You know, of mursa. 
that he’s a UFO repeater.” 

Klaaa wax referring to the can 
tain* second interview with the 


FAA. When asked if tha Nov. 17 
sighting was tha captain’s "‘first 
experience,” tha captain told of 
two other imiiIim Once, from 
hit home, ha had observed bright 
lights for 10 minutes at what ha 
judged to ha 10.000 feet. And five 
yaerx ago, on a cargo flight aouth 
of Fonncaa, "when w* start dimb 
we saw left hand aide big mother- 
ship.” But ha said K wax too 
"weird,” he wasn’t feeling well, 
and be ignored it. 

Asked to comment on these 
remarks, Steucke said, "The fact 
that he saw a couple of other 
things, I think, is overweighed hy 
the balance of tha fact that he’s a 
captain for a largs airline and has 
flown for a long time and has • 
great de*l of responsibility." 

AT A CERTAIN POINT, THE 
FAA decided not lo release any 
more information until all the 
material had been gathered and 
ecTutinixed. While the lid wee on, 
Elias, tha air-traffic manager, 
handcarried tha radar diec park 
to Washington and picked up 
Harvey Saffer. the FAA'x director 
of Air Traffic Evaluation* and 
Analysis. Their mission was to 
lake a fine) good look at tha radar 
returns, with the help of tha staff 
at the FAA Technical Center in 
Atlantic City. The computer 
there could regenerate the signals 
into • pattern hy stringing them 
together like pearla. 

They looked and looked and 
looked at it They played the 
radio tapes, trying to re create 
the actual scenario. Five times 
they looked at iL 

"We come to the conclusion " 
say* Elias, "that, uh. you know 
... we can’t confirm nor deny. If 
the |erew| had never said any¬ 
thing, we would have said, 'We 
$re that every day.' ” It wnuM 
have been passed nfT aa a split 
heacon or "unenrrelsted target.” 

This occurs when tha signal 
coming off the akin of the air 
plane and the signal coming out 
of the airplane’s transponder 
don't hit the ground at exactly 
the asms moment 'Tt’a just like 
an echo." aay# Elias On the radar 
acope, it looks like a little dot next 
to the slash that represents the 
airplane Elis* noticed one odd 
thing: T he dots jumped around in 
relation tn the slash. It wasn't 
unheard of, hut it wasn’t usual 
either. 

What may have caused the 
split beacon was not determined 
But both Steucke and FJias 
agreed that the coincidence urn 
extraordinary — a crew reporting 
something outside their window 
and on their corkpit radar, at I he 
same time that both the military 
■nd the F A A were receiving inter¬ 
mittent radar signals in the 
plane's vicinity. Steucke passed 
off the ay hrnnicity of events as 
"ironic.” 

•Say* F.liss: "You can't b* abao 
lutely positive. That's an honeet 
answer. . The FA A ia not aaying 
it positively, absolutely, without a 
shadow of ■ doubt, is a split 
heacon.. We neither confirm 
nor deny.” 

F.liaa returned to Alaska with 
his inconclusive results "The Ad- 
mirsi,” FAA administrator Don¬ 
ald Fngen, an old jet pilot, 
wanted to be kept abreast of what 
was what, so Elisa and the con¬ 
troller briefed him by phone And 
someone nn Harvey Saffer's xtaff 
briefed the presidential science 
adviser 

ny Tins timf:. ai i. the ma 

terials related in the Nov. 17 
sighting were trickling into Paul 
Steucke'# office from half a dozen 
different places, and he sched- 
uled a new* conference for March 
6 in Anchorage 

He alto drew up an axlranrdi 
nary order form of material* re 
Isted to the sighting 
Terauchi'* narrative report, for 
instance (SI 101. nr tepe* of con 
venations between ground con 

The pilot was 
adamant — 
whatever had 
tailed him was 
no planet. 


trol and tha JAL (1501, or 





inscrutable l-by-IO floaty blow- 
opt of radar ti g mla (SlOl. Tba 
dahlia package cost 8194.30 — 
the ultimata insida look at thia 
increasingly hitarre littla Inci¬ 
dent. A atovy about it ran over tba 
wires. 

TJiere were hundreds of re¬ 
quests for various parts of the 
package. More than a few wanted 
the whole ihinf. And everybody 
wanted it right away. 

T IIR FULL AND FINAL 
news conference that was 
intended to bill this story 
once and for all was an antieli- 
mactk event at which the FAA 
released two pounds of docu¬ 
ments and no conclusions It took 
place in a spacious room with on 
American flag in a corner, and 
unfathomable diagrams of air¬ 
planes and radar signals upon the 
white hoards that lined the room. 

Steucke was the only FAA per¬ 
son available to answer questions. 
He had called up the Air Force 
people, and "they told me three 
things to say'*: Their radar signal 
was clutter, there was no scram¬ 
ble. and there is no investigation. 
And none of tha FAA’s technical 
people would ha there to answer 
questions, he said, because, 
"frankly, they're gun-shy aa hell 
about it.** 

Resides, the FAA was not in the 
UFO business, would not be In 
the UFO business in the future, 
and did not intend to conduct a 
scientific investigation* he said. 
"We pursued this from what I 
would call an operational systems 
view_W’e were out to deter¬ 

mine if there was another aircraft 
there, which we were not able to 
do one way or the other." 

He did mention a couple of 
other unusual, far leta-dramalic 
pilot sightings above Alaska, but 
the bottom line on this one was 
that tha safety of tha air traffic 
control system had not bean com¬ 
promised — rase dosed. 


moauE 

RICHARD ItAINETS HAS 
moved on to other sightings by 
pilots. The Alaska sighting "will 
go down as a good case,*' he says. 
"Not the best But a good solid 
case" for which "there is no logi¬ 
cal esplanation." But he's afraid 
the publicity it generated will 
discourage pilot* from reporting 
unusual phenomena — if they 
realize that whatever they tell 
ground control could he turned 
over to the Amerian public, for a 
fee. 

Rack in February he received a 
post card from Capt. Terauchi, 
who apologised for not answering 
Hainee' follow up letters. "Sorry 
for tha delay," the captain wrote, 

“but things are getting hot" - 
don't call me. I'll call you. 

Poland Stephana, the shift su¬ 
pervisor in tha control room the 
night of the sighting, has had 
some medical problems and is on 
aick leave. He says that if ha had 
bean in CapL Terauchi's position, 
he would have kept his mouth 
shut, or told what ha had to tall as 
ahumorouastory. 

Carl Henley, who handled tha 
JAL flight that night, wants you 
to know ha's juit an air traffic 
controller who likes his job. He’d 
like to talk to Capt. Terauchi one 
day — he feels they've been 
through something together 
and find out whether thare waa 
anything ha could have done for 
the pilot that he didn't da 

Paul Steucke and his wife went 
out to dinner to celebrate on tha 
night of the final news confer¬ 
ence. Ufa was good. Two galleries 
in Alaska wera carrying his 
artwork, he was flirting with a 
third in Honolulu, ana he waa 
about to ha named a federal em¬ 
ployee of the year In a competi¬ 
tion involving M U.S. agencies in 
the Anchorage area. 


And Capt. Kenju Terauchi, tha 
veteran pilot who did his duty 
and reported what he saw, has 
moved hack to Tokyo after three 
years in Anchorage, where ha had 
liked to fish for red and silver 
salmon. The easy speculation Is 
ths l ha decided to distance him¬ 
self from sn event that had 
caused him more harm than good. 
Rut JAL insist* the move was a 
routine rotation. The captain left 
instructions with the airlina to 
tell anyone who call* that ha 
stands by his account — and does 
not wish to give it again. Anchor¬ 
age Daily News reporter Hal 
Rerntnn was left with the impres¬ 
sion that Terauchi felt he got 
hung out to dry. The pilot grew 
more reticent with each conversa¬ 
tion; ha seemed frustrated. But 
ha remained convinced that 
Flight No. 1628 had indeed en¬ 
countered something highly ad¬ 
vanced technologically, and 
unlikely to have originated on 
Earth. 

”1 can't understand tha tech¬ 
nology," he told Bernton, "but it 
was not dangerous." 

If thera is a neit lima Terauchi 
said, ha might try blinking his 
wing lights four times, then twice 
more — "lli" in Morse code. And 
perhaps one dsy, someone else 
will sea what ha saw, he Mid, and 
hie controversial esperienca will 
take on new meaning. 

"I think." Mid tha captain, "we 
have to keep this record." □ 


MARGUERITE DEL GIUDICE u on 

Inquirer Half writer. 
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A STATISTICAL LOOK AT LIFE IN MELBOURNE 


UFO sightings 


Within 50 km s of Melbourne 




1979 

1981 

1983 

1985 

1987 

1 Unexplained 

4 

4 

7 

3 

2 

Explained 

29 

16 

24 

22 

27 

| Total 

33 

20 

31 

25 

29 


NB: Approximately 60% of UFO sighlings are Immediately explained 
and unrecorded 
Soutc Vietonen ufo Reseafe* Socety 


AN APOLOGY: The quality of this press article is not the best and its 
print size is very small, we have little control over our material 
as we get it from the USA. We felt that with all these problem, the 
report was still worth re-producing. 

************************************************************************ 


PREWARNING 


AS OF THE 1st JANUARY 1988, THE COST OF MEMBERSHIP HAS NOW GONE UP 
BY $1 AUSTRALIAN AND $1 U.S. THE FIRST RISE FOR 

THREE LONG YEARS. 

(SEE EDITORIAL PAGE FOR THE NEW LEVELS) 


DISCUSSION NIGHT 


For 

your 

Diary 


6th 

JUNE 

88 

MEETING 

5 th 

SEPT 

88 

MEETING 

5 th 

DEC 

88 

A.G.M. 


TIME 

WHERE 

COST 


: 8:00pm 

l 'The Roynl Society of Vic toil 
Victoria St., Melbourne (SEE 
• $1.00 donation per person, (f 

supper ) 






























